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Welcome to 2016! 

It is several months since our 
last newsletter and things have 
been hectic. 

In our Summer newsletter 
we reported on our planned 
‘alternative’ event which we 
were planning in September, 
called Canine Capers - a series of 
activities, talks and social events 
over a two day period, culminating 
in a pub quiz on Saturday evening. 
We had decided to do ‘something 
different’ and something which 
fitted better with the rescue’s 
ethos than a dog show. It was hard 
work and we approached it with 
some trepidation but we are happy 
to say it was a massive success! 
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Iain, Jax, Pat and Róisín full of smiles at 
Canine Capers

We are most grateful to the amazing Pat 
Tagg and her trusty helper Mary, and the 
equally amazing Lara Tagg for the tracking 
activities (read on to find out more); 
Sophie Bell for running the informative 
and fun first aid course at a very difficult 
personal time for her - we admire her 
commitment in not letting us down - thank 
you Sophie; Trevor Cooper, who is always 
a ‘larger than life’ character and a very 
entertaining speaker; David Walker for 
his interesting talk on Alabama Rot and to 
everyone else who supported our event 
and who contributed in whatever way to 
making it a success! 

Not only was the event educational and fun 
but we raised more money than we have 
ever done previously at our Summer event, 
with the assistance and support of Barclays 
(who donated £1,000 matched funding) 
and Nationwide (who donated £500) with 
their organisation of the pub quiz. Read on 
to see some positive feedback we received 
after the event.

In the last few months, we have had fewer 
dogs in and out than previously, in part due 
to the health and/or nature of many of the 
dogs that we have been asked to take in 
over the years. We believe that all dogs are 
equally deserving of a chance and we do 
not cherry pick the dogs that we take in - 
young, friendly, healthy dogs are relatively 
easy to rehome, so if a rescue prioritises 
those dogs they can look very effective as 
they have a high turnover; older, fearful, 
unhealthy dogs are more difficult and cost 
more time and money to sort out. 

Our ethos has always been that once we 
take a dog in, we will care for that dog as 
one of our own and do whatever we can 
to ensure that it leads a healthy and full 
life. Our sponsorship scheme was set up to 
ensure that those categories of dogs can be 
properly cared for and have a good quality 
of life in a safe environment (read on to 
find out more). 

We have six dogs that remain with us 
under our sponsorship scheme, and a 
number of others who still need time and 
space or veterinary input before they can 
be considered for rehoming.

We are one of the few rescues that 
continue to financially (and emotionally) 
support dogs that have been rehomed with 
ongoing medical issues. We have a number 
of dogs in homes with anal furunculosis 
(for example) who would have struggled 
to find homes without our promise and 
commitment to providing ongoing support. 

NEWS ROUNDUP
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NEWS ROUNDUP

We regard this approach as professional 
and appropriate - there is little point in 
‘rescuing’ a dog and then leaving it to 
take its chances without that support. 
This means that much of our continued 
work is largely unseen but those dogs (and 
adopters) who have received that ongoing 
commitment have benefited greatly 
from coming through our charity and the 
flexibility that we are able to provide. 

Read on for the story of Buffy, a dog that 
we have not previously been able to talk 
about. She came to us to foster in October 
2014 pending a Council prosecution for 
neglect. We had thought that the hearing 
would take place before Christmas, but 
she ended up staying with us for several 
months. It was a difficult time, with the 
uncertainty about the outcome of the 
Court case and her future being unknown - 
do read on - it has a happy ending! 

Our reliance on commercial kennels has 
greatly reduced and we aim to provide all 
the dogs in our care with a good, varied 
and stimulating life during their stay with 
us. Princess has been on a number of 
tracking events throughout her time with 
us and she is now in a home, where she has 
recently been officially adopted. Monty has 
been over to Verity Farm for a Dogtaggs 
Tracking weekend which he thoroughly 
enjoyed, with our trusty volunteer, Kay, 
accompanying him for the first day and Iain 
for the second day. 

We are in the middle of substantial 
building works at HQ. This has presented 
a challenge in keeping all the dogs happy 
and safe and continues to do so. The 
building works are likely to continue into 
the Autumn and so we have taken the 
decision not to run a formal Summer event 
this year. 

We will, however, be fundraising at smaller 
events throughout 2016. These are vitally 
important for meeting our costs and 
keeping our dogs healthy and happy so we 
would be very grateful for your support. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who has 
donated money over the past year and 
to all our volunteers for their hard work, 
patience and exceptional cake making 
skills.

Alison and Iain x

July 2015

Bracken (now called Bergen) wormed his 
way into the hearts of volunteer Ersilia and 
her long suffering husband, Geoff - he joins 
Anja and Luger living a life of luxury in the 
Surrey countryside.

We were sad to hear of the death of Max 
- Max came to us with his friend, Taffy, 
back in 2011 - he soon found a home 
with another dog where he lived out the 
remainder of his days - run free Max x 

BRACKEN

MAX
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September 2015

Having said that we were unable to take in 
any more dogs at this time, the lovely Jess 
managed to slip under the net, having got 
herself into some trouble. Jess is a young 
dog, barely 2 years old who has not had 
a lot of luck in her short life. She has had 
recurrent health issues and been subjected 
to a number of different training methods 
which left her confused and unsure. 

It has taken some time to earn her trust 
and she has been on frequent medication 
since she arrived with us, but we are 
making good progress and hope shortly to 
get to the bottom of her health problems 
with specialist scanning and tests. Watch 
this space for further news on Jess! 

October 2015

Polly was finally lucky in life and found a 
fantastic home in October 2015 - she had 
previously been through the rescue and 
had not done well; when she was returned 
to us she was very stressed and very 
unhappy. We are so pleased that she has 

now found her perfect home and she even 
has a new friend, a cat called Suzy. Third 
Time Lucky home for Polly x

November 2015

Little Toby was returned to us after 4 
years in his 'forever' home - it is always 
sad when dogs come back but we will 
never turn them away if they have been 
with us before, however difficult it is to 
accommodate them. Toby has his own 
feature page in this newsletter where you 
can read more about him.

December 2015

Mya finally found a home with an older 
lady who had previously adopted Beau 
from the rescue. There have recently 
been some complications which have 
necessitated Mya coming back to us for 
a while, but she is due to go back to her 
home again shortly. Be happy Mya x

Simon (or Si) came into the rescue with a 
heap of problems back in 2011 - he was 
not the easiest of dogs, having come from 
a puppy farm into a home at only 6 weeks 
of age and having had an unsettled time 
in his home up to the age of 6 when he 
arrived with us. He needed a home where 
his insecurities would be understood 
and where he would not be pressurized 
into situations that he was unable to POLLY

JESS

MYA
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cope with. Jim was able to offer him that 
home in March 2012 and they have been 
inseparable ever since. He found that home 
and that person that adored and accepted 
him for who he was - Sadly Simon was lost 
to CDRM - run free Simon - you will be 
much missed xx

Also in December we had to say goodnight 
to the lovely Sherman. Sherman came into 
the rescue in June 2011 as an 8 year old 
lump of a dog - Andy took pity on him and 
took him in a month later and he never 
looked back! He was a bit grumpy at times, 
but a lovely dog whose bark was much 
worse than his bite (like his owner). He had 
a fabulous home with Andy and Ellie (his 
white fluffy older adoptive sister), joined 
more recently by Phoenix .. he missed Ellie 
when she went over rainbow bridge and 
softened towards Phoenix - she will miss 
him greatly, as will we all. Run free and fast 
Sherman...xxxx

The lovely Kayla was lost to CDRM in 
December having enjoyed a wonderful five 
years in her forever home - Kayla was aged 
over 11 years old and had suffered with 
CDRM for about 15 months.  Despite all 
the problems, for the last 9 months of her 
life she lived an active life with the use of 
wheels but the time had come to let her 
go when she started getting kidney and 
bladder problems. She brought her family 
much joy and happiness - run free Kayla x

December continued to be a tragic month 
with the loss of the beautiful Cassie. Cassie 
first came to our attention in July 2008 
prior to the inception of this rescue. She 
was just 19 months old and came to our 
attention whilst we were volunteering for 
another rescue, who, unfortunately, were 
unable to take her in. She was a troubled 
soul, having originated from a puppy 
farm - she had been locked in a shed up to 
the age of 16 weeks - very very nervous, 
growly and scared! Her situation further 
deteriorated in her home and she became 
aggressive to people living in her home and 
to other dogs, and extremely destructive in 
the home.

By the time we had started the rescue, her 
owners were desperate and we agreed to 
take her in - initially she had to spend time 
in kennels in the North of England to keep 
her safe until we could find her a space 
here. She was very stressed and very thin, 

SIMON

SHERMAN

KAYLA
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weighing just 20kg. Iain travelled up to 
collect her in deep snow in December 2009 
and she made the long journey down to 
the New Forest.

Cassie was absolutely exhausted - she 
needed time, space, good food and rest, 
which she was given in abundance. We 
grew very fond of this troubled soul and 
she made friends with our superstar dog 
Ben. By the Spring she had settled well 
and a potential home came up for her - we 
were worried, she still had a long way to go 
and we had grown very protective of our 
little angel. Bernie and Teresa convinced us 
that she was the dog for them and she met 
up with Sabre, their GSD, and all seemed 
well. With some trepidation we let her go, 
confident that she was local and we could 
get to her quickly if we needed to and bring 
her home.

We need not have worried at all - although 
she was still 'a little challenging' they 
were patient and consistent with her and 
they quickly fell for her charms - when we 
visited her, she didn't want to know us and 
clearly adored her new family. We have 
spoken regularly over the years and they 

have both spoken about her with absolute 
love and devotion - she could not have 
wished for a better home.

Huge thank you to the the I'ansons for 
taking her on and loving her soo much - run 
free sweet lady - you will be sadly missed 
by many xxxxxx

January 2016

RIP Jerry - some of you will remember the 
lovely Jerry who came into the rescue in 
2012 at the age of 7 years - he had already 
had a number of homes and had lived 
outside on a a chain at a wood cutting 
business for some time. Jerry was a gentle 
giant - a happy, easy-going dog who 
had largely been left to his own devices 
and not had much human interaction. 

He was initially fostered by one of our 
volunteers who adored him, and had their 
circumstances been different, they would 
have been tempted to keep him. He found 
a forever home locally with Ian in October 
that year where he has remained ever 
since. Jerry sadly passed away after a short 
illness - huge thanks to Ian for giving him 
all the walks, love and attention that he 
missed out on during his earlier years - run 
free sweet boy xxxx

CASSIE

CASSIE

JERRY
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March 2016

It is with considerable sadness that we 
learned of the loss of the lovely Leah to 
cancer. Leah came into the rescue at the 
age of 7 years in 2011 and soon found 
a home with Dave in Gloucestershire, 
where she was adored. From the time of 
her adoption she never left his side - an 
inseparable pair - her loss will be greatly 
felt - run free Leah. Our thoughts are with 
Dave at this most difficult time xxxx    

     

Princess - following the loss of Cassie, the 
I'anson family fostered our long term star 
dog, Princess. In March she was officially 
adopted into the I'anson household. She is 
now friends with gentleman Sabre and is 
doing really well. Princess was with us for a 
long time and it is lovely to see her settled 
and happy with a family that clearly adore 
her. She was pleased to see us, which was 
nice, but she was happy in the company of 
her new family which was lovely to see. Be 
happy Princess - you waited for such a long 
time and so deserve your new life xxx     

JERRY

LEAH

PRINCESS
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BUFFY’S STORY

Buffy arrived with us in October 2014, an 8 year 
old dog who had been seized under the Animal 
Welfare Act, with a prosecution pending. When 
she was seized, she weighed just 16kg - apart 
from her emaciated state she had untreated 
infected sebaceous cysts and was very poorly. 
She had some emergency veterinary treatment 
(including surgery) in the Council kennels but she 
really needed a foster home to get her back on 
her paws.

We agreed to take her and she immediately went 
into a foster home with one of our volunteers, 
but sadly that did not work out with the resident 
dog and so she came back to HQ. We had initially 
thought that the Court case would take place 
before Christmas 2014, but this was not to be. 
At first Buffy was reluctant to eat much, but as 
she settled her appetite grew. Buffy continued to 
do well, put on weight and thrived here, but the 
people that were able to know that she was with 
us were very few.

Buffy still remained in the 
ownership of the Council and 
there was always a chance 
that the prosecution would 
fail and that the Court would 
order that she be returned 
to her former owner. Given 
her poor state, we were very 
worried about her future if 
that were to happen, so it was a very tense time 
for us all.

Buffy won the hearts of all who met her; despite 
her history, she adored people and loved to run 
and play ball. She was very good with the vet, who 
continued to monitor her weight and condition. 

It was a sad and difficult time with Buffy effectively 
being in limbo and us becoming increasingly 
attached to her and worrying about the outcome 
of the hearing. The hearing was due to take place 
in March but was adjourned as the Defendant 
failed to appear and a warrant was issued for his 
arrest. This was of little comfort to Buffy.  

The perfect home for Buffy came up in April 2015, 
but the Court case had not yet taken place. We 
took a chance and agreed with the Council and 
with her potential adopters that they would foster 
her pending the hearing. This was a brave decision 
on their part as, like us, they were likely to become 
attached and the prospect of handing her back to 
an unknown fate was too much to contemplate. 
However they took her on and she blossomed - a 
home of her own with a couple who very quickly 
grew to love and adore her. 

In mid-June there was finally some news - the 
case had been listed for hearing and an anxious 
wait ensued! 

Finally after 8 months we received the news that 
we had been hoping for - the prosecution was 
successful and Buffy could be formally signed over 
to us and be adopted into her forever home. She 
recently enjoyed her first Christmas with Roger 
and Audrey, with presents and the love that 
she deserved. 

Be happy, Buffy – and thank you so much to 
the wonderful couple that took that chance on 
her, without knowing what the final outcome 
would be.
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Getting yourself lost is a cinch. I know this to 
be true, having once left a path in the New 

Forest, only to find that trees and glades look 
frighteningly similar and that rising panic plays 
havoc with your sense of direction. Fortunately 
for me, I happened on a pig, decided to give it a 
wide berth (it was a very large pig), and, in doing 
so, came across a fallen tree that I recognised 
and found my way out of the wood. Had I not 
stumbled on my talismanic pig, however, I might 
have been in trouble. It doesn’t take long for 
someone who’s lost to feel thirsty, tired, hungry 
and cold. By the time your absence is noticed 
and an alarm is raised, it’s not just important that 
you’re found. You need to be found in the shortest 
amount of time possible, which means that the 
invisible trail that you’ve left must be followed 
from its start to its end – and only a very highly 
skilled team are up to a challenge like that.

On 12th September, as part of the SCGSR Canine 
Capers event, I was privileged to see such a highly 
skilled team in action when I went “Off to the 
Woods” and joined a group tracking session with 
behaviourist, Pat Tagg, and her German Shepherd 
Dog, Lara. With the help of Mary who was adept 
at getting “lost” and tying bits of coloured ribbon 
to undergrowth, Pat showed us how a motivated 
dog like Lara could locate Mary’s trail and follow it 
for 200 metres or so, keeping her concentration so 
that she found every single ribbon (thus proving 
that she hadn’t veered an inch from the trail), 

OFF TO THE WOODS 
GROUP TRACKING SESSION

eventually sniffing out Mary who was crouched 
out of sight.

Everyone in the group had a go at being a “lost 
person” with Mary and holding on to Lara as she 
tracked. It soon became evident, however, that 
while acting “lost” was a walk in the park, tracking 
was not nearly as easy as it looked. Keeping Lara 
focused on the trail was key and if you held her 
line too loosely or too tightly you could blow 
everything. I was nervous about taking my turn at 
tracking and, as it turned out, I was right to feel 
that way. Pigs may be lucky omens for me but 
cows are most definitely not. The particular cow 
which had chosen to straddle Mary’s trail was 
unfazed by the approach of half a dozen people 
and a dog and not that fussed about getting out of 
the way so after a brief failed attempt to negotiate 
my cud-chewing obstacle I handed Lara over to Pat 
and that was the end of my attempt at tracking.

Despite the cow incident, I thoroughly enjoyed the 
tracking session and learned an immense amount 
about how a dog can follow a trail – whether it’s 
fresh or stale or over land or through water – and 
the techniques required to allow it to show off 
its amazing skills. I would encourage everyone 
to enrol on one of Pat’s tracking sessions (but 
perhaps advise you to check that there are no 
cows in the vicinity before you set off ...) 

Lara: “I'm in charge here”

Jax & Róisín

By Anna Dale
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RÓISÍN DICKINSON
SUPER VET

Hello, this is Róisín 
Dickinson, the Rescue’s 

‘super’ vet (we added the 
‘super’ bit - Ed.) 

I work at Cedar Veterinary 
Group, which is based in 
Ringwood and has branches 
in Verwood and Ferndown. 
We provide 24 hour 
emergency cover for the 
Rescue dogs.

I have a particular interest in medicine and hold a 
postgraduate certificate in Small Animal Internal 
Medicine. As a result I love fixing complicated 
medical problems, and we’ve had a few of those in 
recent years!”

When we first met Róisín and she said “I’m always 
up for a challenge,” we weren’t sure she knew 
what she was getting into!

German Shepherds are an often misunderstood 
breed, with nervous behaviour frequently being 
interpreted as ‘aggression’. It’s really important 
to have a vet who understands this and will 
take the time to approach a dog in the right 
way. The relationship with your vet needs to be 
one of mutual trust and respect; after all, you 
know what’s normal for your dog, and that can 
really help your vet get to the bottom of medical 
problems.

Over the last 3 years, the rescue has provided 
Róisín with many ‘interesting’ cases. One of the 
first was Sheba, who came from the RSPCA with 
an open wound at the end of her tail. The previous 
veterinary advice was to remove her tail, but that 
could have led to other problems as dogs’ tails 
are a very important means of communication 
in dog language. Róisín was convinced we could 
save Sheba’s tail, and we worked as a team over 
several months, using a combination of dressings, 
drugs, manuka honey, and various home made 
tail tip protectors made out of drinks bottle and 

pill pots! Needless to say, we saved Sheba’s tail to 
wag another day. Róisín admits that “Sheba’s tail 
was a bit tricky to sort as she arrived with a very 
aggressive infection resistant to most antibiotics. 
But we got there, and she hasn’t looked 
back since.”

Penny should have been a cat – she has had 
at least 9 lives. She was picked up by the dog 
warden having been found tied to a park bench 
and taunted by children. She spent quite a lot of 
time at rescue HQ before finding a home. She was 
doing really well and was adored by her new mum. 

Sadly we had a call in the early hours of a dark 
winter’s night to say that Penny had collapsed 
and couldn’t get up. We immediately rushed out 
to help as her mum was elderly and didn’t drive. 
We took Penny to Cedar vets (hugely thankful 
for 24 hr emergency service) where she was 
stabilised, with an uncertain but bleak diagnosis. 

Róisín is not one to give up easily, and with time 
and patience Penny started to improve - a working 
diagnosis of a Fibrocartilagenous Embolism (a 
stroke-like event within the spinal cord) was made, 
from which she stood a good chance of recovery. 

She stayed with Róisín in the vets for several 
weeks, where she needed to be fed through a 
tube before coming home, and making a near full 
recovery. This was not entirely straight forward 
as Penny has a tendency to kennel guard but they 
coped with her magnificently.

This year, Penny developed a mammary tumour. 
Again we suspected the worst, but Róisín was able 
to remove it with good margins, and the biopsy 
results came back better than expected. 

Róisín admits that “Penny has been one of our 
slightly more complicated cases, but she’s done 
really well despite all her different problems...
she’s a real fighter, and a darling of a dog” and 
we agree! Penny the comeback kid lives to fight 
another day.

Then there are dogs like Elvis and Teddy who don’t 
cope well with meeting new people. 
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This makes diagnosis and treatment a bit of 
a team effort. Rather than forcing dogs into 
situations they can’t cope with, Róisín has 
helped us find ways to manage their vet visits for 
minimum stress all round. It’s not uncommon 
for us to enter the consulting room by the back 
door with Róisín standing guard and sticking up 
‘do not enter’ notices to make sure they are not 
disturbed. Where some vets may be tempted to 
rush in and muzzle a dog, we work with Róisín to 
make sure the dogs have the opportunity to relax. 
That enables a better experience for the dog, a 
better chance of thorough examination, and builds 
a dog’s trust for the next visit.

Over the last couple of years we have rescued 
some ‘end of life’ stage dogs. Rommel, Bramble, 
Benny, Lupone, Bill, Ben, Casper and Omar 
were all older dogs that came to us in a very 
sorry state. Knowing that these dogs may not be 
with us for long means making hard decisions 
about treatment options. We always want to 
‘fix’ anything that can be done if surgery is 
appropriate, but need to balance this against the 
risks of surgery, likely outcomes and future quality 
of life. This is where Róisín’s advice and experience 
is invaluable. Sometimes that advice is just to 
provide the right pain relief drugs and lots of love 
and the right environment. When the time comes 
to say goodbye, we know that they will all have 
a peaceful and dignified send off surrounded by 
those who love and care for them. Róisín’s tissue 
box needs constant replenishing as those they 
leave behind try in vain to dry their tears.

But it’s not always that sad, many vet visits are for 
routine jabs and health checks. This is important 
too, as appropriate handling on these occasions 
makes subsequent visits easier. It always amazes 
us how the dogs seem to love Róisín and how she 
remembers them all by name.

We have rehomed a number of dogs with ongoing 
medical issues. For these dogs we have made a 
commitment to support them for the rest of their 
lives. Part of that is paying for their treatment and 
drugs, but also with them visiting Róisín regularly 
we know they will get continuity and consistency, 
and we can get to see them again as well!

There is a running joke 
at Cedar vets that we 
have private access 
to Róisín’s diary as we 
seem to know more 
about her movements 
than the receptionists. 
When they do let her 
out (which is rare) she 
loves to watch rugby 
and make visits back 
to the Emerald Isle to 
catch up with friends 
and family. These are 
the times we are most nervous, as dogs seem to 
have a knack of getting into trouble at exactly the 
wrong time.

There are many of our rescued German Shepherds 
running around today living happy healthy lives as 
a direct consequence of the skill and dedication of 
our ‘super vet’ Róisín Dickinson (not forgetting the 
fab nurses at Cedars). Thank you from us all.

Róisín says “I really enjoy following the stories of 
all the colourful characters that come through the 
door and I am always thrilled to hear when they 
are happy and healthy in their ‘forever’ homes. 
Sadly I am currently dog-less due to my many 
work commitments, but I keep tropical fish if that 
counts?” 

Never say never Róisín xx

SUPER VET

Opening Hours

Appointments Available - please call 01425 473683

Monday - Friday 8.30am* - 8.00pm

Saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm

*Operation admissions commence at 8.00am

Emergencies During Opening Hours

In an emergency please call the Cedar Veterinary Group Ringwood Hospital on 01425 473683

If the circumstances require immediate transport to the vet,  
please go straight to the Ringwood Hospital, not the branches at Ferndown or Verwood.
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CANINE CAPERS - 
FEEDBACK

“It was really nice to meet you and also see all 
the hard work that is done behind the scenes. 
Tina and I plus dogs had a really great day, it 
was a shame we could not stay longer. Perhaps 
next time if you do the same sort of thing.”

“Tina and I would like to thank you for a great 
day, it was a shame that we could not stay 
for further events but as you know we tried 
booking accommodation but unfortunately all 
places were booked.

We had a great day and must pass on our 
thanks not only to you but also to Sophie for 
the First Aid for Pets which could have gone on 
all day as it was very interesting to hear and do 
first aid on stuffed animals, at least they were 
quiet!!! Tina also enjoyed the Tracking with Pat 
and I think that she is trying to find somewhere 
local so that she can attend on a regular basis 
with Breezer.

But the biggest thanks is to you both and 
your helpers who made the day with their 
dedication to help the dogs in your care.”

Tina and Nigel

“The venue was fine – close to where I live, 
with good parking. I would have liked to do the 
tracking and would be great if you could do it 
again.”

“Excellent - far exceeded expectations” 

Craig Daters, New Forest Park Authority

“I thoroughly enjoyed the dog law seminar, it 
was a very interesting and informative evening 
and I thought that Trevor was an excellent 
choice of speaker.  The venue was fantastic and 
the refreshments which were provided were 
superb. 

The booking process worked very well and the 
admin team on the evening were brilliant. All in 
all, an excellent evening and we look forward 
to supporting an event again next year!”

“I really enjoyed the First Aid course which 
I attended, also the talk on tracking. I shall 
be contacting DogTaggs to attend one of her 
courses. I really enjoyed everything I was 
able to do. I would also like to attend further 
courses or training but was unable because 
there were not enough spaces!! I shall be 
looking out for any further courses etc. I have 
also become a convert to German Shepherd 
Dogs as I had the wrong conception of them 
previously. Please put on further courses, talks 
etc. as I shall be coming!”

Our Canine Capers event in the Autumn 
was a huge success, and we were happy to 
receive some great feedback - thank you!
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MEET TOBY

Toby is not a German Shepherd, but back in 
2011 he needed our help - at that stage he 

was about 18 months old, weighed about 17kg 
and had already been through the rescue system 
before, having been in his home for only 5 months. 

He was very puppyish, friendly and bouncy. In 
February 2012 we thought that he had found his 
forever home, but sadly he has recently been 
returned to us and he is, again, looking for a stable 
home. 

Toby has put on a little bit of weight with age and 
is now on a diet; he is still a very friendly, loveable, 
easy dog, although slightly less sure of himself 
than he was when he was with us previously. 

Are you able to offer little Toby a place by your 
fireside?   

Hello - my name is Toby and I'm 
looking for a new home.

As you can see I'm not a German 
Shepherd but I am a loveable little 
chap.

I'm 7 years old and have been 
through the rescue before. I'm told I 
am a friendly, easy dog.

I like my food so I've had to go on a 
bit of a diet (sigh!)

Can you find a place in your heart 
and your home for me? Please?
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The scheme is quite informal and Kathy, the 
volunteer who runs it, has enjoyed the email 
conversations she has had with several of the 
sponsors.  She is also happy to receive feedback 
and suggestions for improvements etc.

So, why not pop along to our website and have a 
look at our sponsor dogs.  You will be spoiled for 
choice as they are all lovely.  You can download 
a sponsorship form there or contact Kathy at 
kec.willow@gmail.com and she will email or post 
one to you.
 

SPONSORSHIP SCHEME

Southern Counties German Shepherd Rescue has 
an impressive history of re-homing but sadly 

not all the dogs that arrive at the rescue can be 
re-homed.  

Some dogs, like Penny, have had medical 
conditions requiring expensive treatment, round 
the clock nursing and a prolonged convalescence.  
Others, like Dusty and Teddy, have had terrible 
experiences in their earlier lives which will 
probably impact on them forever.  The rescue is 
committed to providing these dogs with a safe, 
stable environment, time to heal physically and 
mentally and the opportunity to enjoy their lives 
without pressure and anxiety.

The Sponsor a Dog Scheme was launched in August 
2014 to help offset the costs of providing a lifetime 
home for Penny, Dusty, Teddy, Digger, Salem and 
Marley.  Since that time the scheme has raised 
£1,765 in payments/pledges, most of which are 
Gift Aided.  This means that where donations are 
made from taxed income the rescue can reclaim 
the tax from HMRC – worth 25p extra for each 
£1 donated.

The scheme’s running costs are minimal.  Postage, 
stationery and photo costs are met by a volunteer 
to ensure that as much of your money as possible 
goes towards the upkeep of the sponsor dogs.

You can sponsor one of our dogs for a year, for 
a minimum donation of £5 per month, £15 per 
quarter or £60 per year. 

As part of your sponsorship you will receive:
• a sponsorship certificate
• a photo of your chosen dog
• twice-yearly e-mail (or postal) updates on 

your chosen dog’s progress
• a car sticker
• Christmas email greeting

Penny

Digger

Teddy

Dusty

Salem

Marley

 Southern Counties German Shepherd Rescue 
Bogmyrtle Cottage 
Tom’s Lane 
Linwood, Hampshire BH24 3QX
01425 473907
alison@southerncountiesgsdrescue.co.uk

www.southerncountiesgsdrescue.co.uk  
Registered Charity Number 1139914
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